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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested 
in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 7-1 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USPN 6,334,109 issued to Kanevsky et al. (hereinafter referred to as 
Kanevsky) in view of USPN 6,351,745 issued to Itakura et al. (hereinafter referred to as 
Itakura). 



Regarding claim 1, Kanevsky teaches an advertisement distribution system which 
receives advertisement contents from at least one advertisement provider through a 
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communications network, and provides at least one advertisement user with the received 
advertisement contents through the communications network, said system comprising: 

an advertisement information storage unit which stores advertisement contents 
received from the at least one advertisement provider in association with advertisement 
provider information for controlling providing of an advertisement and corresponding to 
the received advertisement contents (abstract; figure 1; col. 1, line 59 to col, 2, line 7); 

an advertisement-user information storage unit which stores advertisement usage 
information, for specifying a desired advertisement, of the at least one advertisement user 
(abstract, figure 1; col. 1, line 59 to col. 2, line 7, lines 17-37); 

an advertisement extraction unit which extracts advertisement contents 
corresponding to advertisement provider information in association with the stored 
advertisement usage information (figure 3, 209; col. 2, lines 44-57); and 

a transmission unit which transmits the advertisement contents extracted by said 
advertisement extraction unit to the at least one advertisement user having requested the 
advertisement contents (col. 4, lines 30-33). 

Regarding claim 2, Kanevsky teaches the advertisement distribution system 
according to claim 1, wherein: 
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the advertisement provider information includes an advertisement providing 
condition which is to be specified by the at least one advertisement provider for 
predetermined advertisement contents (figure 5, 302; col, 1, lines 20-34); 

the advertisement user information includes an advertisement-specification 
condition v^hich is to be specified by the at least one advertisement user (figure 5, 302; 
col. 9, lines 25-44); and 

the advertisement extraction unit searches an advertisement providing condition 
conforming to the input advertisement-specification condition, and retrieves 
advertisement contents corresponding to the advertisement provider information 
including the searched advertisement providing condition (col. 6, lines 8-28). 

Regarding claim 3, Kanevsky fails to explicitly teach the advertisement 
distribution system according to claim 2, wherein said advertisement extraction unit 
includes an advertisement selection unit which selects, when more than a predetermined 
number of items of advertisement provider information including the searched 
advertisement providing condition are retrieved, a predetermined number of items of 
advertisement provider information included in the retrieved items of advertisement 
provider information. Itakura teaches a predetermined number of items of advertisement 
provider information included in the retrieved items of advertisement provider 
information (col. 5, lines 1-28). At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teaching of Itakura with the 
teaching of Kanevsky in order to keep track the number of times the advertisement has 
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been transmitted to users, therefore always keeping users updated on products, therefore 
maximizing the system's efficiency. 



Regarding claim 7, Kanevsky teaches a store terminal device which receives 
advertisement contents to be sent by an advertisement provider from an advertisement 
server connected to said store terminal device through a communications network, said 
device comprising: 

an advertisement content storage unit which receives advertisement contents, 
which are selected and transmitted in accordance with store attribute information of a 
store having sent the store attribute information from said advertisement server, and 
advertisement attribute information corresponding to the advertisement contents 
(abstract; figure 1; col. 1, line 59 to col. 2, line 7); 

an advertisement content specification unit which specifies at least one 
advertisement content included in the advertisement contents stored in said advertisement 
content storage unit, when to use an advertisement (abstract, figure 1; col. 1, line 59 to 
col 2, line 7, lines 17-37); 

an advertisement outputting unit which outputs the advertisement content 
specified by said advertisement content specification unit (coL 4, lines 30-33). 

However, Kanevsky fails to explicitly teach the advertisement content storage 
unit receiving a predetermined number of advertisement contents, and sequentially 
storing the received advertisement contents and advertisement attribute information; an 
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advertisement-usage-context management unit which updates and retains, every time the 
advertisement content output by said advertisement outputting unit, advertisement usage 
context corresponding to the output advertisement content; and a sending unit which 
sends the advertisement usage context retained by said advertisement-usage-context 
management unit to said advertisement server at predetermined intervals. 

Itakura teaches the advertisement content storage unit receiving a predetermined 
number of advertisement contents (col. 5, hnes 1-28); 

sequentially storing the received advertisement contents and advertisement 
attribute information (figures 7-12); 

an advertisement-usage-context management unit which updates and retains, 
every time the advertisement content output by said advertisement outputting unit, 
advertisement usage context corresponding to the output advertisement content (col. 5, 
lines 1-28); and 

a sending unit which sends the advertisement usage context retained by said 
advertisement-usage-context management unit to said advertisement server at 
predetermined intervals (figure 30). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teaching of Itakura with the teaching of Kanevsky 
in order to keep track the number of times the advertisement has been transmitted to 
users, storing the received advertisement in sequential order in order to provide quick 
access to the storage, updating and retaining the advertisement content in order to make 
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sure that each user receives advertisements, therefore maximizing the system's 
efficiency. 

Regarding claim 8, Kanevsky fails to expUcitly teach the store terminal device 
according to claim 7, wherein said advertisement specification unit specifies the 
advertisement content stored in said advertisement content storage unit sequentially in 
storage order, Itakura teaches the advertisement specification unit specifying the 
advertisement content stored in said advertisement content storage unit sequentially in 
storage order (figures 7-12). At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to store the advertisement content unit 
sequentially in order to provide quick access to the storage when searching is being done, 
therefore maximizing the system's efficiency. 

Regarding claim 9, Kanevsky teaches the store terminal device according to claim 
1, wherein: 

said advertisement attribute information includes an advertisement providing 
condition for an advertisement content corresponding to the advertisement attribute 
information (figure 3; col. 5, lines 33-43); and 

said advertisement content specification unit specifies, when an advertisement 
specification condition is input by an advertisement user, an advertisement content 
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corresponding to the advertisement providing condition conforming to the input 
advertisement specification condition (col. 5, lines 33-43). 

Regarding claim 10, Kanevsky teaches the store terminal device according to 
claim 7, further comprising: 

a transaction registration processor which registers and calculates sales data for 
each business transaction, at each business transaction with a customer (abstract); 

a receipt issuing unit which issues a receipt based on the calculation done by said 
transaction registration processor (abstract); and 

a printing unit which prints the advertisement content output by said 
advertisement outputting unit together with the sales data on a receipt to be issued by said 
receipt issuing unit (abstract; figure 1, 106). 

Regarding claim 11, Kanevsky teaches a method for receiving advertisement 
contents sent from an advertisement provider using an advertisement provider terminal 
through a communications network, and sending the received advertisement contents to 
at least one advertisement user from an advertisement server, said method comprising the 
steps of: 
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storing the advertisement content sent from the advertisement provider using the 
advertisement provider terminal and advertisement attribute information in association 
with each other (abstract; figure 1; col. 1, line 59 to col. 2, line 7); 

storing advertisement user information sent form the at least one advertisement 
user using the sent advertisement contents (abstract, figure 1 ; col. 1, line 59 to col. 2, line 
7, lines 17-37); 

retrieving advertisement attribute information conforming to the stored 
advertisement user information, and extracting advertisement contents corresponding to 
the retrieved advertisement attribute information; sending the extracted advertisement 
contents to the at least one advertisement user (figure 3, 209; col. 2, lines 44-57); 

outputting and specifying one advertisement content included in the stored 
advertisement contents, when using an advertisement (abstract); and 

outputting the advertisement content specified by said outputting step (abstract). 

However, Kanevsky fails to explicitly teach receiving predetermined 
advertisement contents sent from said advertisement server to the at least one 
advertisement user and advertisement attribute information corresponding to the 
predetermined advertisement contents, and storing the received advertisement contents 
and the advertisement attribute information sequentially in received order. 

Itakura teaches receiving predetermined advertisement contents sent from said 
advertisement server to the at least one advertisement user and advertisement attribute 
information corresponding to the predetermined advertisement contents, and storing the 
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received advertisement contents and the advertisement attribute information sequentially 
in received order (col. 5, lines 1-28; figures 7-12). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teaching of Itakura with the teaching of Kanevsky 
in order to keep track the number of times the advertisement has been transmitted to 
users, storing the received advertisement in sequential order in order to provide quick 
access to the storage, updating and retaining the advertisement content in order to make 
sure that each user receives advertisements, therefore maximizing the system's 
efficiency. 



Claim 15 is similar to claim 1, therefore is also rejected under the same rationale. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 4-6 and 12-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 4, the cited prior art of record fails to teach the advertisement 
distribution system according to claim 3, wherein said advertisement selection unit 
generates, when more than a predetermined number of items of the advertisement 
provider information are retrieved, a predetermined number of random numbers which 
corresponds to the number of the retrieved items of advertisement provider information, 
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and selects a predetermined number of items of advertisement provider information 
corresponding to the generated random numbers. 

Regarding claim 5^ the cited prior art of record fails to teach the advertisement 
distribution system according to claim 2, wherein said advertisement extraction unit 
includes a changing unit, which changes an item parameter included in the advertisement 
specification condition when a number of items of advertisement provider information 
including the advertisement providing condition does not reach a predetermined number, 
so as to search the advertisement providing condition conforming to the changed item 
parameter included in the advertisement specification condition. 

Claim 6 would be allowed because it depends on objected claim 5. 

Regarding claim 12, the cited prior art of record fails to teach the method 
according to claim 11, further comprising the steps of: determining whether the obtained 
number of output advertisement contents exceeds a maximum number of to-be-provided 
advertisement included in the stored advertisement attribute information; and when 
determined that the obtained number of output advertisement contents has exceeded the 
maximum number of to-be-provided advertisements, removing the advertisement content 
from target advertisement contents to be extracted by said extracting step. 

Claim 13 would be allowed because it depends on objected claim 12. 

Claim 14 would be allowed because it depends on objected claim 12. 



Application/Control Number: 09/8 1 1 ,724 Page 1 2 

Art Unit: 2143 

Conclusion 

The prior art raade of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 . US Pub. No. 2004/0039784 by Jacobs et al. 

2. USPN 6,539,420 issued to Fields et al. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alina N Boutah whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
5 104. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (9:00 am-7:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (703) 308-5221. The fax phone number for 
the organization w^here this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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